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A column for those tired of hearing the bad

The Case of the Convincing
Quarterlies

week?” He picked up the Sabbath
school Quarterly from his desk. “I
teach my Sunday school class each
week from this.”
Claude explained that several
other Sunday school classes in their
large Protestant church also were
using the Adventist study guide. He
explained that since their denomination does not have a structured
study program, the local church felt
free to make their own choice.
All this before Al had even taken
a seat!
Claude added that he had been a
patient in the Adventist hospital in
his city, and had been deeply impressed not only with the excellent
treatment he had received but also
with the spiritual values of the staff.
The amazed Adventist attorney
finally recovered his voice. “Maybe
some Sunday I can come and attend
your class.”
“You won’t find our class there on
Sunday.”
“When do you meet?”
“We meet on Saturday, of
course.”
Al replied with a question: “Of
course?”
Claude: “That is the Sabbath, isn’t
it?”

Al* is an Adventist attorney who
occasionally handles cases for the
local conference. Recently, he went
to a nearby city to confer with an
attorney, whom he knew only by
reputation, on a case indirectly
involving the church. Lawyers have a
certain camaraderie and enjoy a bit
of one-upmanship even in casual
conversation. It’s a pleasant, understood relationship that may be
indulged even with new acquaintances. Certainly Al was completely
unprepared for the direction the
conversation took.
Claude* greeted him with a smile
and the question: “Have you studied
your Sabbath school lesson yet this

*Pseudonyms. The account comes
from a newsletter published by Merlin and Juanita Kretschmar. Merlin
was, until 1994, president of the
Greater New York Conference;
Juanita was Director of E-Van-Gel
Ministries. The Kretschmars now
operate “A Key Encounter,” a creation-focused tourist ministry in
Key West, Florida. “Al” is a personal
acquaintance of the Kretschmars.
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Al: “Yes, it certainly is. . . . So we
800. Al thought: Does that mean
would call your class a Sabbath
there are 400 persons worshiping on
school class.”
Sabbath here? Studying from our
Quarterly? That number is larger
Claude: “Oh, yeah? That makes
sense. About half the people in our
than the congregation of our own
church are keeping the Sabbath
church here! And that is just half their
now.”
congregation!
“And there he [Elijah] went into a
Al: “How did that come about?”
Claude: “Because our pastor has
cave, and spent the night in that
place; and behold, the word of the
studied into it and is encouraging us
to do what the Bible says.”
Lord came to him, and He said to
Al: “So why don’t
him, ‘What are you
you, your pastor,
doing here, Elijah?’
and
the
whole
“So he said,T have
In the staff parking
been very zealous
church just join the
spaces alongside the
Seventh-day
Adfor the Lord God of
Downtown Baptist
ventist Church?”
hosts; for the chilClaude: “A lot of
dren of Israel have
Church in Alexandria,
forsaken Your covus are not quite
Virginia, a sign warns:
ready for that. Furenant, torn down
thermore, the pastor
Your altars, and
“Church Parking Only.
killed Your prophets
doesn’t want to split
Violators Will Be
the church for those
with the sword. I
who aren’t ready.
alone am left; and
Baptized.”— Jack Eisen,
We’ve had so many
they seek to take my
q u o te d by B ill G old in th e
people join our
life.’ .. .
W a sh in g to n Post.
church since the
“Then the Lord
pastor has been emsaid to him. . . . ‘Yet
phasizing the Bible
I have reserved
that we don’t have room enough for
seven thousand in Israel, all whose
all the people who come. And we
knees have not bowed to Baal’” (1
don’t have enough money to build a
Kings 19:9, 10, 18,NKJV).
larger sanctuary. So about half of us
“Even so then,” said Paul in
meet on Saturday and the others
recounting this experience, “at this
who are still studying meet on Sunpresent time there is a remnant
according to the election of grace”
day. But both groups love our pastor
and we’re all studying.”
(Rom. 11:5).
And, even so, at this present
Al asked how many were in the
congregation. The answer: About
time.
□

63

https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/pd

2

